
2018 Martin Luther King Celebration Essay Contest  
 

As part of the Fourth Annual WCPS Dr. Martin Luther King Celebration on January 13, 2018, we 
are holding an essay contest for middle and high school students.   Each school will select its 
best essay, and this essay will move forward to a district pool, from which an overall middle 
school and high school winner will be selected.  The middle school and high school winners will 
receive a prize and will be asked to read his or her essay at the celebration.  
 
Please get students working on their essays as soon as possible.  Schools can determine the 
process by which they select the best essay for their particular school (e.g., a committee of LA 
teachers or a department chair could make the decision).   The winners of each individual 
school need to be determined and the winning essay submitted for district judging by 
December 15, 2018.   The Community MLK Events Planning Committee will select the overall 
winners.  
 

Writing Prompt 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 
 
Use this quote to help you reflect on current events taking place in the United States. How 
might our country look different if we activated the words of Martin Luther King Jr. in today's 
society?  In what ways can you 'drive out hate' with love? 
 

Further Guidance 
 

Prior to actually beginning the work on the essay, we think that teachers should devote some 
time to discuss the following topics with students: 
 

● the life and work of Dr. King 
● how your students interpret Dr. King’s quote and how they connect Dr. King’s words 

with the social and political landscape of the U.S. during the Civil Rights Movement 
● the relevance of this quote in today’s social and political landscape 

  
Please submit the essay in a PDF format via email to skip.cleavinger@warren.kyschools.us  

Any questions?  Please contact Skip Cleavinger, MLK Celebration Planning Committee 
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